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Vote sO, Now. 1 October 15, 1976 


Upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season contained record proportions of grade 41 
and staple 33, according to the Cotton Division, Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA. Grade 
41 made up almost 44 percent of ginnings prior to October while staple 33 accounted for over 
35 percent. This was the largest proportion of grade 41 and staple 33 in ginnings prior to 
October 1 in any crop since records were established in 1938. Average mike and fiber strength 
of this season's early ginnings were lower than a year earlier. 


White grades 41 and higher accounted for almost 59 percent of total upland ginnings prior to 
October 1 this season. This was the largest percentage in these grades since 1969 and compares 
with 48 percent a year ago and 57 percent in 1974. The proportion of ginnings in all White 
grades was 73 percent, up from 66 percent a year earlier. Light Spotted grades made up 24 per- 
cent of ginnings through September 30 against 32 percent last year. The average grade index 
was 91.5 (grade 31=100), up from 90.7.a year earlier. 


Cotton stapling 33 and shorter comprised 54 percent of upland ginnings through September 30. 
This was the largest proportion of these lengths in any crop since 1967 and compares with 49 
percent a year earlier and 34 percent two years ago. Staple 34 made up 36 percent of this sea- 
son's ginnings compared with 31 percent through the same period a year ago. Staple 35 comprised 
10 percent this year against 18 percent last season. Staples 36 and longer made up one percent 
of ginnings prior to October 1 compared with 2.5 percent a year earlier. The average staple was 
33.3 thirty-seconds inches against 33.4 a year ago. 


Fiber strength of cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season averaged 82,000 pounds per square 
inch, down from 84,000 pounds a year earlier. Cotton weaker than 80,000 psi made up 31 percent 
of ginnings through September 30 compared with 20 percent last season. Cotton 90,000 psi and 
stronger comprised about nine percent of this season's ginnings against 11 percent a year earlier. 


The average mike of upland cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season was 43, down slightly 
from 44 through the same period last season. Cotton in the 35-49 mike range accounted for 74 
percent of ginnings through September 30, down sharply from 83 percent a year earlier. Cotton 
34 and below comprised 10 percent of this season's ginnings compared with two percent last year. 
Seventeen percent of the ginnings through September 30 miked 50 or higher against 15 percent a 
year earlier. 


Cotton ginned prior to October 1 this season totaled 572,900 running bales, according to the 
Bureau of the Census. This compares with 373,200 bales prior to October 1 last season and 
827,300 bales two years ago. 


The supply of upland cotton to October 1 this season (carryover plus ginnings ) totaled 4.1 mil- 
lion bales, down about 1.7 million bales from a year earlier. The grade distribution indicates 
a decrease of about 0.8 million bales in this season's supply of White grades 41 and higher. 
White grades 51 and lower decreased 0,3 million bales. Supplies of the Light Spotted grades 
decreased about 0.6 million bales while supplies of the Spotted grades increased slightly. Sta- 
ple distribution showed a reduction of about 1.2 million bales in the supply of staples 34 and 
35. Supplies of all staple lengths were below a year earlier except for small increases in sup- 
plies of staples 33, 38 and 29 and shorter. 
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Table 8. Percentage of ginnings reduced in grade, by specified causes, 
prior to October 1, 1976. with 1975 comparisons, by states 1/ 


Grade reductions : 
State Grass Bark Other causes Total reductions 


1975 1976 1975. | 1976 1975 1976 | 1975 1976 

Petr) eaerets Pet. =Pebe =, Pet. Potter Ret. Pet. 
South Carolina 5,5 4.3 0.4 RS re 5.9 4,3 
Georgia 2.7 10.5 0.9 3.5 : bel bo 3m” ¢ 14.0 
Alabama : Cpl! 4.6 - - - - Bed 4.6 
Mississippi : 10,4 8.8 - 0.2 - - . 10.4 9,0 
Tennessee 8,5 = “ - 0.2 r 8.7 - 
Missouri 0.8 og - - - Bs 9,3 - 
Arkansas 1.8 3.1 :O.1 i = Oey 2.0 e50 
Louisiana 8.3 Oo - eee - - 8.3 6.7 
Texas 253 3.7 10.9 12.4 * RY 13,2 16.1 
Arizona - oe ~ 1.3 - - - 4.0 
California ae: 1,3 = - - - Boel i.3 
United States 2.4 3.9 8.8 Ae * ion Lae 14.9 





1/ Data for current season are preliminary. Es 7 
fe Less than 0.05 percent. a o 





